
Determine your primary state of residence (PSOR): Answer the following questions,
1) In which state do you hold a drivers license?

2) In which state are you registered to vote?
3) In which state do you file your federal income tax?

Is your primary 
state a member of 

the NLC?
YES NO

Single-State License
You may apply for an initial 

license by examination in any 
one state of choice.

Multi-State License
Apply for initial licensure by 

examination in your primary state 
of residence (PSOR).

Follow the eight steps of 
the NCLEX
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NAVIGATING THE NURSE LICENSURE COMPACT: 
INITIAL LICENSURE BY EXAMINATION FOR NEW GRADUATES

Your new multi-state license grants a privilege to 
practice in all NLC states contingent upon 
remaining a resident of the issuing state.

Each single-state license is valid for practice 
only in the state of issuance.

5.  Receive an authorization 
to test (ATT) via letter or 
email from Pearson VUE.

2.  Register and pay $200 with 
Pearson VUE (see candidate 

bulletin).

6.  Schedule an exam with 
Pearson VUE via the internet or 

phone.

4.  Receive eligibility 
from the BON.

7.  Arrive for exam, present 
ATT letter and ID (see 

candidate bulletin).

3.  Receive receipt of 
registration from Pearson 

VUE.

8.  Receive results 
from the BON.

1.  Apply for licensure with 
ONE board of nursing 

(BON).
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